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Summary:

This report makes members aware of the ongoing consultation on the 
Nuclear Decommissioning Authority’s draft Local Economic and Social 
Impact Strategy 2020 to 2026 (“the Strategy”).

Recommendation:

That members of the Board:

1. Note the information in this paper;

2. Delegate authority to the Chair of the Board in cooperation with the 
Portfolio Holder for Nuclear and Chief Executive Officer to develop 
and submit a response to the consultation on behalf of the Council.

1. Introduction

1.1. The NDA has a duty under the Energy Act of 2004 to support 
activities that deliver social, economic or environmental benefit to 
communities living near designated installations (sites); and to 
ensure the development and maintenance of a skilled workforce to 
undertake nuclear decommissioning in the UK.

1.2. The consultation draft is available online via the following link, and 
papers copies will be made available to members on request:

www.gov.uk/government/consultations/nda-local-economic-and-
social-impact-strategy-2020-to-2026-draft-for-consultation 

1.3. The deadline for response to the consultation is Friday 13th March.

http://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/nda-local-economic-and-social-impact-strategy-2020-to-2026-draft-for-consultation
http://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/nda-local-economic-and-social-impact-strategy-2020-to-2026-draft-for-consultation


2. Background

2.1. The publication of the draft Strategy is in response to 
Recommendation 6 of the 65th Public Accounts Committee Report 
(“the PAC Report”) on NDA: Progress on Risk Reduction at Sellafield:

“We are not convinced that the NDA is achieving the wider 
economic benefits that would help justify the vast amounts of 
public investment at Sellafield.”

Recommendation 6: The NDA should, within 12 months, 
strengthen and publish its socio-economic strategy, outlining the 
opportunities for the wider economy and how it will realise those 
opportunities.”

2.2. The Council wrote to the Chair of the PAC in response to 
Recommendation 6 of the Report as follows:

“It is clear that collectively the value of Sellafield has not been 
extracted in support of a sustainable West Cumbrian economy. The 
2017 Oxford Economics report identified the risks to Copeland 
economy should the Sellafield Transformation be unsuccessful. The 
Council agrees with The Committee report that social and economic 
value from the NDA estate is not currently being realised. BEIS, the 
NDA and Sellafield Ltd must support and facilitate the opportunity 
presented by the Sellafield Transformation to maximise the 
economic impact of Sellafield as a catalyst for the future economy 
of Copeland and UK PLC. The vires of each of those organisations 
should be challenged where they do not enable this …

[The Sellafield] social impact strategy that was developed in 
collaboration with the local community … is well-aligned to the 
Council corporate strategy and therefore creates a strong enough 
position from which to create strong social impact in Copeland. This 
is complementary to the emerging economic Transformation Plan 
and the NDA should use this as a model or foundation to develop 
an estate-wide plan. This should not be delayed by the activities 
required under recommendation 6, as the current strategy is 



considered adequate as a starting point. In light of the changes 
following the last shear at ThORP, we are concerned that more 
strategy and no delivery would be at the expense of the Copeland 
community.”

2.3. Throughout 2019, the NDA held a number of engagement sessions 
around the country including with members of the Nuclear Legacy 
Advisory Forum (NuLeAF) to inform the development of the draft 
Strategy. The Council’s Portfolio Holder for Nuclear and Nuclear 
Officers attended these sessions.

2.4. There are a number of mechanisms by which the Council holds the 
NDA to account regarding its socio economic performance, 
including:

 By responding to NDA Business Plan consultations annually
 By inputting to the Strategy 4 consultation process throughout 

2020
 By holding the NDA to account through the annual Mission 

Progress Report
 At the West Cumbria Sites Stakeholder Group and its subgroup 

meetings
 Through officer involvement in NDA Strategy Theme Overview 

Groups
 Through membership of NuLeAF

3. Council Position

3.1. Informed by SNEB, the Council maintains a position on the 
industry’s socio-economic performance with particular reference 
to the activities of the NDA Group, and this will be used as the basis 
for the Council’s response to the consultation.

3.2. The relevant position statements are appended to this report for 
reference.



4. Next Steps

4.1. A draft consultation response will be developed by officers and 
shared with members of the Board for comment in advance of the 
consultation deadline.

4.2. Members of the Board are asked to delegate authority to the Chair 
of the Board in cooperation with the Portfolio Holder for Nuclear 
and Chief Executive Officer to develop and submit a response to the 
consultation on behalf of the Council.

4.3. The Council will also contribute to the NuLeAF response to the 
consultation.

APPENDIX A – Extracts from Council Nuclear Position Statements


